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And  now  once  again,  attention,  food  shoppers.     Here  are  some  pointers  for 
your  market  list. 

Poultry  supplies  are  plentiful.    As  perhaps  you  noticed,  there  were  plenty  of 
Christmas  turkeys  on  the  market  -  more  than  last  year.    Marketing  of  other  dressed 
poultry  has  been  heavier  and  will  probably  continue  so.    What's  more,  chicken  prices 
have  gone  down  more  than  they  usually  do  —  more  than  they  did  last  year.     You  can 
expect  the  usual  seasonal  rise  in  poultry  prices  in  late  winter  and  early  spring. 
Stocks  of  frozen  poultry  in  storage  will  be  larger  when  the  peak  comes  early  in  the 
year  than  in  1938. 

Favorable  fall  weather  and  feed  supplies  have  helped  to  increase  egg  produc- 
tion.    The  result  is  that  egg  prices  haven't  advanced  as  much  as  usual  at  this  time 
of  year.     Changes  in  weather  conditions  may  materially  affect  egg  prices  during 
winter  months,  particularly  when  the  reserve  supply  of  eggs  in  storage  is  low,  as 
is  the  case  this  year. 

As  for  meat  —  well,  supplies  of  grain-fed  beef  are  considerably  larger  than 
last  year  although  other  kinds  —  grass  fed  steers,  cows,  heifers,  and  calves  will 
be  somewhat  fewer.     But  the  total  beef  supplies  will  be  larger.    You  can  get  help  in 
buying  the  kind  of  beef  you  want  by  asking  for  government  graded  beef.    Look  for  the 
purple  grade  stamp  on  the  cut  of  meat.     The  official  classes  of  steer  and  heifer  beef 
in  order  of  preference  are:  steer  and  heifer  beef,  cow  beef,  stag  beef,  and  bull 
beef.     The  official  grades  for  beef  are  :  U.  S.  Prime  or  No.  A-l;  U.  S.  Choice  or 
No.  1;  U„  S.  Good  or  No.  2;  U.  S.  Medium  or  No.  3;  U.  S.  Common  (Plain)  or  No.  4; 
U.  S.  Cutter  or  No.  5;  U.  S.  Low  Cutter  or  No.  6.     The  term  "Prime"  is  not  used  for 
grades  of  cow,  stag  or  bull  beef.    U.  S.  Grades  are  available  also  for  lamb  and  mut- 
ton, veal  and  calf,  and  fresh  pork. 

Lamb  supplies  are  larger  this  year  than  last  -  more  grain-fed  lambs  and  less 
westerns.  As  for  pork,  you  can  expect  larger  supplies  during  the  current  marketing 
season,  which  runs  through  to  the  last  of  September. 

Now  about  fruit.     Citrus  fruits  are  still  making  the  headlines.     They  continue 
to  be  available  in  large  supplies.     Cooperation  among  growers,  handlers,  and  re- 
tailers promises  some  drop  in  margins  for  the  rest  of  the  season.     Tangerines  are 
still  in  season.    Oranges  and  grapefruit  are  especially  plentiful  with  prices  lower 
than  a  year  ago.     And  prospects  for  strawberries  sound  promising.    Florida  strawberry 
plantings  are  20  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago. 
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As  for  vegetables  —  supplies  of  snap  "beans  and  fresh  cabbage,  and  beets  for 
winter  market  promise  to  be  Larger  than  a  year  ago.    Plantings  of  carrots,  celery, 
lettuce,   spinach,  and  early  Irish  potatoes  are  reported  lest-  than  a  year  earlier. 
The  total  acreage  of  the  fall  and  winter  vegetable  crops  available  for  harvest  this 
season  is  expected  to  be  about  10  percent  larger  than  a  year  earlier. 

There  are  also  plenty  of  canned  vegetables  on  the  market.     Supplies  are  about 
the  same  as  the  record  large  supply  of  1937  and  1938.    Although  fewer  vegetables 
were  canned  during  the  1938  season,  carryovers  have  brought  the  supply  practically 
up  to  last  year's  total.     Canned  snap  beans,  lima  beans,  and  peas  are  more  plentiful 
than  a  year  ago  while  tomatoes  and  tomato  juice  are  less. 

If  you  like  Saturday  night  baked  bean  suppers,  you'll  be  glad  to  know  that 
dry  edible  beans  are  plentiful  -  more  than  we  had  in  '37,  which  was  a  record  year 
for  beans.     Bice  probably  will  exceed  last  year's  record  supply  too  —  enough  to 
take  care  of  all  out  needs  and  allow  extra  for  exporting. 

That's  all  the  food  shopping  news  for  today.     More  in  2  weeks. 

But  wait  a  minute.     If  you're  going  to  make  the  most  of  all  this  rice  on  the 
market,  you'll  want  the  Department  of  Agriculture  leaflet  called  "Cooking  American 
Varieties  of  Pace,"  No .  112. 

Once  again,   "Cooking  American  Varieties  of  Rice,"  leaflet  112  is  free  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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